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HE HAD A VOICE OF GOLD. SHE HAD MURDER IN MIND. AMERICA WAS STILL BLEEDING.
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dmirers of the unconventional adore schund achieve-

ments (schund means trash or kitsch in German and
Serbian), but elitists disapprove of them. While the later
see them as trash and treat them that way, the former find
elements of ingenious originality, creativity and humanity.
Schund achievements justifiably have cult status, espe-
cially in certain groups. The masses like commercial, easily
digestible forms of trash, because it is universal, generally
acceptable and desirable. TV soaps and entertaining shows
are two forms of trash media which are easily acceptable by
ordinary souls and glorified as a phenomenal achievement.

Obscure topics average people put in the ghetto of sc-
hund. In schund goes all that once was popular - music
genres such as punk, rock, country-rock and Americana. It
sometimes happens that a single swinging retro phenom-
enon briefly return to fashion, but it is short-lived. When
it comes to film, western, musi-
cal and crime noir are also trash
because they are not popular.
The comicstrip Moonshot by art-
ist Dejan Vlaisavljevi¢ (D.V. Nikt)
and screenwriter Dusan Zari¢ (D.
Zaritch) is also schund, as they
helpfully warn with their logo “Sc-
hund Comix”, which is the name of
their publishing house.Moonshot
is going to be experienced by the
masses as a schund achievement  Logo of the publishing

oo ; _ house of Vliaisavljevic
because it is not visually appeal and Zaric




Fatal women visiting vagabond

ing. At first, this graphic novel looks as if it is made by a
beginner, but when one looks in more details at the im-
ages and how DV Nikt and D Zaritch develop their story,
one can sense that this is not an amateur achievement.
Moonshot is a full-blooded crime noir achievement and
contains all the necessary noir ingredients - the perfect
time and location (Atlantic City, 1973); a fatal woman who
offers a tempting offer to a man; a man who accepts the
offer because he succumbs to her feminine charms; crime
and twists after the crime. The man is the central character
of the serial Moonshot. He is Jack Shadow, a singer, Viet-
nam veteran and a vagabond with an attitude.

In Moonshot there
is no shortage of
“‘movie sentences”
(“m not immune
to nostalgia.”),
and the content is
reminiscent of the
crime noir films
and American cin-
ema of the seven-

Vagabond new audience



ties that created a captivating quality to unconventional
(and the non-commercial) movies. Charley Varrrick (Don
Siegel, 1973), Scarecrow (Jerry Schatzberg, 1973), Papil-
lon (Franklin J. Schaffner, 1973), The Sting (George Roy
Hill, 1973), The MacKintosh Man (John Huston, 1973),
The Friends of Eddie Coyle (Peter Yates, 1973) are just
some titles that have not reached excessive financial suc-
cess, but have quite deservedly earned a cult following
(and the infamous status of schund).

Moonshot is not one of the titles that will achieve great
publishing quantities, and the authors will certainly not ob-
tain renowned success among colleagues and the public,
which does not mean it is a bad achievement. On the con-
trary, Moonshot is in a drawing and scripting sense clever
and zany to a large extent, ideal for unconventional elitists
- perfect for fans of intelligent schund, non-commercial lit-
erature and crime noir comics!

Miroslav Cmuk, comics critic
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THE VENEER OF GLAMOUR HAS LONG PEELED OFF. THIS WAS NOW A CONDEMNED
TOWN THAT COULDN’T PROMISE ANYTHING TO ANYONE ANYMORE. THE DAMNED
STILL ROAMED ITS CRUMBLING TENEMENT BUILDPINGS WHILE THE RICH ESCAPED
ELSEWHERE. ATLANTIC CITY, 1973.
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AND NOT JUST IN ATLANTIC CITY... IT WAS THE SAME NO MATTER WHERE | PLAYED.

THIS 1S MY CROWD NOW. I”
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| KEEP SEEING THESE DROPOUTS. WHY DO THEY BOTHER?
!,'_ ﬁ\ E)N?J ,?ECID-ROCK, OR WHATEVER THEY CALL THAT DRECK




HEY, JACK, FAR OUT SHOW TONIGHT.

YEAH.
WHAT DO YoU “pl6”
EXACTLY.

YOUR SQUARE ACT.
IT'S GROOVY MAN.

WHY DON'T YOU SCRAM AND FRY YOUR BRAIN.
MAYBE THERE'S SOME LEFT.

CAN WE BLY YOU A VODKA MARTINI? DAMN HIPPIES.

'CAUSE THAT'S WHAT YOU LIKE, RIGHT?
YA HAVE A LIGHT, DARLIN'?




1 SHOULD'VE JUST KEPT GOING.

| SHOULD'VE HAD A DRINK ALONE AT THE BAR
LIKE THE REST OF THE FELLAS

WHO KEPT MINDING THEIR OWN BUSINESS.
BUT | DIDN'T,
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C'MON, A LITTLE
CHRISTMAS BONLIS
FOR YA.

| OWN THE PLACE, DON'T | 2

YOUR HUSBAND DOES.
NOW PUT IT AWAY. | DON'T
WANT ANY TROUBLE .

THANKS, BUT
IT DOESN'T HURT
THAT MUCH.

YOU BETTER PUT
THAT AWAY, SOMEONE
WILL SEE.
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YOUR FAVORITE
HITPARADE
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ON MY WAY HOME | COULDN'T STOP THINKING ABOUT HER.
IF | KNEW BETTER | ' D SAY THAT SHE WAS THE SIEGE OF SAIGON ALL OVER AGAIN.

BUT ALL | COULD THINK OF WAS HER HAIR AND THE WAY IT FLOWED LIKE
SOME UNNAMED RIVER ILLUMINATING THE DARKEST COUNTRY.
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IT ' 8 TRUE, NO ONE REALLY GETS WHAT THEY FIGHT FOR . WE FOUGHT THE VIET CONG,
WE SEARCHED AND DESTROYED... AND WHAT DID WE GET IN RETURN ? NOTHING.
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| WANT TO sAY
THIS TO THE TELEVISION
AUDIENCE. | MADE MY

MISTAKES, BUT IN
ALL OF MY YEARS OF
PUBLIC LIFE...




| HAVE NEVER
PROFITTED FROM
PUBLIC SERVICE.
| HAVE EARNED

EVERY CENT...
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AND IN ALL OF MY YEARS OF
PUBLIC LIFE, | HAVE NEVER
OBSTRUCTED JUSTICE...

WHAT'S HER ANGLE,
ANYWAYZ SHE KNOWS
| KICKED THE HABIT.

AND | THINK, TOO THAT
| CAN SAY THAT IN MY YEARS
OF PUBLIC LIFE, THAT |
WELCOME THIS KIND
OF EXAMINATION...




| WAS JUST THINKING
ABOUT YOU.
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HOW'D YOU KNOW ?
COME ON IN..

BECAUSE PEOPLE WHETHER OR NOT THEIR
HAVE GOT TO KNOW... PRESIDENT IS A CROCK...

THE INFAMOUS BACHELOR PAD. | EXPECTED
MORE FROM SUCH A CLASS ACT.

MAYBE IF YOUR HUSBAND
N COUGHED UP MORE BREAD.
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YOU KNOW, | REALLY LIKE IT WHEN YOU SING “MY WAY."
IT MAKES ME FEEL... INDECENT.

THAT'S A COMPLIMENT,
IF EVER THERE WAS ONE.
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| DON'T REALLY WANNA TALK MUSIC. JACK, NOT THAT FAST. LET'S

GET TO KNOW EACH OTHER
BETTER FIRST.

WHAT DO YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT?




IT WAS LIKE ALL THOSE YEARS OF DRIFT AND EMPTINESS GOT WIPED OUT ONCE SHE TOOK OFF HER
EXPENSIVE DESIGNER DRESS.




YOU'VE HEARD THAT GAMBLIN' WILL BE LEGALIZED?

IF THE REFERENDUM PASSES...
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IT WILL. LOTS OF MONEYED
INTERESTS ARE BEHIND IT.

WHY DO | CARE?

YOU SHOULD. ONCE B|6 DEVELOPERS START MOVIN' IN...
WELL, ATLANTIC CITY'LL BECAME “FAMILY-FRIENDLY.” THE CAT'LL
BE OUT OF BUSINESS IN NO TIME.

ABOUT THIS. M NO BUSINESS EXPERT. BT Y0 COLLD B MHCH JHDRE,




