CHAPTER 4.




MY HAME 15 PRAIPT.

[ BUT | AM NOT THE BRAIDT Q.
TOU ARE THIRKING OF. /J

JI Y Y T

| AM HOT TOMISLAV BRAIPT,
THE CREATOR Of TEXAS KIP,
THE MOST FAMOUS COMIC
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| HAVE NOT WRITTEN ANP ILLUSTRATEP OVER
A HURPREP BOOKS ABOUT THAT PAREPEVIL =
COWBOY, | PP NOT RECEIVE A GRANP |
MASTER AWARP AT LUCCA.
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0 | WAS NOT THE SUBJECT Of

| THREE MONOCRAPHS, | AM
Y NEITHER A MAESTRO, A POYEN

| AM RAPOVAN BRAPT,

IS SOM.
S Al




JOU MIGHT HAVE REAP
"RICK MARSHALL”, ...

SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE 7
HEARD ABOUT M.

\.| JOU MAY EVEN BE
| FAMILIAR WITH
SOME Of MY
SO SHORTER WORKS,

g | AUPED BY FESTIVAL JURIES, ...
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-SOME COLLEAGUES
ANP EPITORS ...

| .PUT YOU TOO WILL, UPON HEAR-
| NG MY HAME, ASK. "IS HE RELATER

- TO THE TEXAS KIP BRANPT?"
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WHATEVER | PO, HOWEVER
MARY ACCOLAPES OR,
AWARDS | RECEIVE,

I'LL FOREVER REMAI
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IM LOOKING, FOR
TOMISLAV BRANPT.




TOMISLAY BRANPT.

-

THE YOUNG; MAR WITH

A PAZUNG; SMILE LOOKS '1:.
AT ME AS I | WERE A BUG e |\
HE'S ABOUT TO CRUSH ... NN 'ﬁ !
OR SPARE . 3 "{\"l Nt
SRR \1; B
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G B IT 15 THE SAME LOOK MY FATHER HAP
— WHERN | SHOWED HIM MY PRAWINGS
- FOR THE FIRST TIME.
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= AR MHM... SIT AP WATCH!
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C 1 A CRUELLOOK, ICY COU.
2 AN NOT EVEN BECAUSE HE
" S | HATEP ME.
L Al 1 MEAN, HE PIP HATE ME..
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Wl BUT THE REASONS
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x \T STEMMEP FROM ...

HIS PEEP-SEATER SELF-HATRED.




HE GREW UP IN A VILLAGE SOUTH
Of KARLOVAC.
3 T
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sl HE WAS THE YOURGIEST It THE
Bl FAMLY, THE FAVORITE SON
S| Of MARKO, WHO WAS THE
RICHEST MAN IN THE VILLACE, A
WACIONER AP A SMUCICILER.
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= | HE HAP THREE OLPER PROTHERS AN
| QUICKLY LEARNT HOW TO FIGHT.
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ALMOST KILLEP AN OLPER BOY WHO
WAS TORTURING A STRAY POGC,.
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fOUR YEARS OLP, HE [
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WHEN HE WAS SIX, HE
WENT WITH HIS FATHER
INTO THE WOOPS
¢ | 10 LOOK FOR
AR] A CHRISTMAS TREE..

) .. AP GOT LDSTJ
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THE WHOLE VILLAGE
JOINEP THE SEARCH PARTY.
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SWEET JESUS ANP MAR)!
OVER, THERE!







THE SEARCH WENT On
UNTILL PAWN.
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i) | HIS MOUTH,
11 HIS HANPS!

HE USEP HIS
TEETH ANP RAILS TO
OPEMN THE HIPE AP

CRAWL INSIPE...

I’ AS If HE BROKE
THE WOLF'S NECK
WITH THAT STAKE.
AP HE'S SO SMALL




FROM MEAT TO FABRIC, BUT HE MAPE HIS MONEY

TEXAS K I D (part two) art&script by Igor Kordej - story by Darko Macan
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TOMO SPENT A -- N\ o E2
A COUPLE Of WEEKS WITH PIEIMONA (R} “Z=% O\
IN KARLOVAC'S CITY HOSPITAL. - 7- N =
HIS FATHER WENT ALL THE WAY TO - / i C
PROVIDE THE BEST CARE i S ? N
FOR HIS KIP. \L = v 1] - 1|7
| ]L;/_/JULH—_IL;. i } ) I
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HiS FATHER. TRANSPORTED EVERYTHING, Lk & "
'/ ! — | s wa, s FATIER e
N,

'; ACROSS A NEWFANCILED
L |
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ENTERTAINMENT FOR CITY KIS
7 N

MOSTLY BUYING, AN RESELLNG COOPS
SMUGCGLEP TO THE BICG, CITY MARKET
BY SHAPY PEOPLE.

ANP APULTS AUIKE, AN BROUGHT
IT TO HIS fFAVORITE SON ...




THE COMICS! OR "NEWSPAPER
FILMS", AS THEY WERE KNOWN AT
THE TIME, IN THE THIRTIES, WHEN THEY
CAME TO THE PALKANS FROM THE
WEST AP VERY SOON REACHED

THE PEAK OFf THEIR POPULARIT).

THE COMICS CAPTURED LITTLE -h:

TOMO'S HEART AND MIND LIKE AN : 2 JIATAROV
NCURABLE SICKNESS, THOSE PREAMED U 1 ‘ v/ 'ZéZl 2 I%V g%
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WORLPS ANP ACTIONS, JOTTEP POWN
A : N
A

WITH WORPS ANP PICTURES, CHEAP
AND FROLZEN FOREVER TO BE FREE AND
ENJOYEP AT ANY TIME, BY ANYORE.

TOMO WAS PRAWN
TO THAT MAGICAL KINGPOM Anp
THIS PROMPTED HIM TO LEARN, WITH
HIS FATHER'S HELP, TO READ AND,
WITH A UTTLE MORE EFFORT,
TO WARITE.
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AT SCHOOL He SHORTENEP NUMEROU
HUMPRUM HOURS BY PRAWING
FAVORITE HEROES FROM MEMORY.
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A YOUNG, TEACHER, FRESH
FROM THE BIG CIT), DIP
NOT AWLOW HM TO PRAW
PURING,; THE CLASS. BUT, AS
SHE WAS HERSELF PASSI-
ONATE FOR "NOVELS IN
PICTURES", SHE RECOC-
MIZED THIS SEVEN-YEAR-OLiyg
TALENT FOR PRAWING,.
HOWEVER, SHE PARED
NOT TO OPENLY SU-
PPORT HIM IN THE SMALL-
TOWN Of KARLOVAC

== bUT SHE
ENCOURAGED HIM

TO KEEP PRAWING,
WHENEVER HE HAD
FREE TIME. SUCH

A CLANDESTINE

WORLP TO TOMO.

......

PRIVATELY, TELUNG; HIM

COMPUMENT MEANT A




TOMO WAS LGHT
WHEN ONE NIGHT HE CAME UPON PETAR
THE "ANIMAL"™ ANP TWO Of HIS CRONIES
= ALL THREE TWENTY YEARS OLD -
POISONING; MARKO MANOJLOVIC'S
PIGS OVER A GRUPCE.
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HE PIP NOT RUN.
HE WITHSTOOD THE BEATING
STOICALLY, SILENTLY.

HE WAS TOW TO
KEEP HIS TRAP SHUT BUT HE PIP NOT
TAKE TO THE WARNING.




IT WAS PARELY PAWN
WHEN TOMO - ALL BRUISED AND
PLOOPDIEP -~ TOLD GENPARMES

ALL HE KNEW.
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PETAR ANP THE OTHEK WO & '

‘3 \ g - h ‘
.y "5 M HAD TO RUN AND HIDE IN THE FOREST WHERE  [NZEY \‘%‘v
I THEY LAID LOW AND WAITED FOR TOMO. r\) W, 3
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TOMO SPENT THREE MONTHS
IN THE HOSPITAL. HIS FATHER HAP
TO GIVE UP ALL HIS SAVINGS AND
SELL ONE Of THE COWS TO PAY THE
HOSPITAL BILLS. HIS MOTHER MOURNED
HIM FOR THE SECONP TIME.

HE LAY THERE FOR THREE MONTHS,
NOT A TEAR FROM HIM,

NOT A THREAT, NOT A PEEP.

If HE MISSEP ANYTHING,, HE MISSED THE
COMICS, THE TIME HE WOULP Bt
SPENPING; WITH HIS FAVORITE HEROES.




AFTER HIS PISCHARGE
FROM THE HOSPITAL, TOMO
SPENT MOST Of HIS TIME
WANPERING, THROUGH THE
I NEARD) HILLS AND FORESTS.  f
et N THE WILDERNESS Of NATURE

-

HE FELT ... WELL, IF NOT HAPPY, EICNNE-S
THEN SERENE. e
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MARA JACIC

OFTEN KEPT HIM COMPANY w77
PURING, HIS WALKS OR MINPING /
THE CATILE. SHE WAS A FEW YEARS -

OUWER THAN HIM, THIN AN FRAGILE, i X=7==

NOT TOO QUICK OFf MiNp.
THEY BECAME INSEPARABLE

AS fISH AND WATER.

1 THEY ALMOST NEVER
TALKEP. BOTH SOMEHOW
KNEw EACH OTHER'S
THOUGHTS OR PLANS.
TOMO WAS A SILENT

TYPE Of PERSON ANP THIS

SUITEP HIM FINE.

IN PUE TIME, TOMO BEGAN TO fEEL SOMETHING
MORE THAN CLOSENESS, SHARING OR LOYALTY
TO HIS PLAYMATE =
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SUCH FEELNG'S WERE NEW TO HIM,
THOSE POZENS OF BUTTERFUES IN HiS STOMACH OR
THE PAINFUL TIGHTNESS IN HiS CROTCH ~=
ONE PAY, HE PECIDED TO EXPLORE THE MYSTER,
THE CAUSE O THIS INSUFFERABLE TURMOIL AN THE
PN STRONG; LONGING EVERY TIME HE WAS NEAR MARA
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MARA KNEW THE SECRET
INSTINCTIVEL). AFTER SHE
HAD LIDERATED A MAN IN
HIM FOR THE FIRST TIME,
TOMO WAS CERTAI, IN
A FLASH, THAT HE WOULD
PIE If HE EVER SEPARATED
FROM MARA.
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AND YET, HE CONTINUED
TO WANPER APOUT. WILD
NATURE, SO PEAR TO
HIM AND SO CONSTANT
IN TS CHANGIES, WAS
HIS SOLACE PURING, THE
STORM) YEARS Of HIS
EARLY APULTHOOP.
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STRONGER ANP MORE TERRIBLE =3
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THE PARK CLOUWPS Of A
TEMPEST WERE GATHERING
OVER HIS PRISTING WORLD.

ENTRANCED B ETERNITY,
HE COULP NOT KNOW THAT




