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Željko Pahek’s 
Postmodern Chronicles

The magnificent creativity of Željko Pahek in the last four decades is not only 
exhaustive in the field of comics and illustrations, but the amount of high qual-
ity work significantly enriches the genre of science fiction. In the nine short 

stories available in this release, Pahek easily examines genre patterns, runs them 
through the focal point of his distinctive style and perspective, and reflects them 
through the prism of a wide range of historical, social and cultural experiences and 
contexts. The question is not his comprehensive knowledge of the history of hu-
man societies and their natural hinterland, followed by science and technology as 
well as the artistic traditions of various types, but that becomes a trigger of almost 
philosophical, and certainly humorous, questioning the current state of civilization 
and also its possible directions of further existence.
In these comics Pahek emphasizes a short expressive form, ranging from the 
shortest FUCKK Company, consisting of four pages, to the longest A Symphony 
for Skaraggosses, formed on 14 pages. The freshness of author’s approach is 
evident, because there is not a hint of repetition or redundancy. Indeed, in any of 
the following stories it is possible to perceive a different point of genre modifica-
tions, distinctive style and interpretation of the language of comics, with a quite 
postmodern attitude toward the past, present and future of society and the arts.

 

Grotesque and humour trigger the broader considerations

Playing with the adventure genre, especially Western, as well as the humans’ in-
ability to understand different civilizations, are so far evident in A Symphony for 
Skaraggosses. Further diversification of adventures and actions can be observed 
in several other stories. It becomes clear an ironic attitude towards the aviator 
genre in the comic FUCKK Company, and in Willie Comes Back, the work placed 
furthest in the past, shows the patterns and inversions of the war genre, which was 
contemplated through an overlap with the horror genre. While The Routine Pro-
cedure can be seen as an ironic SF muscular action movie, The Martian Artefake 
reflects a direct relationship to the genre’s heritage. Drum and Gavrilo C-914 are 
considered through the prism of clear postmodernism, cultural and social heritage, 
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and references are touching not only literature or film, but human history directly. 
Cinema Histories and Robeo and Ruliette are defined in the inversion of human 
and technology, and human in the first case shows the extremely destructive.

Inversion of human and technology 

In Pahek’s work can be perceived indistinguishable profusion of content, form, 
context and style. The author paints, with easy brush strokes, every story. Gro-
tesque and humour are pushing the trigger of the broader considerations that are 
not exhausted in a superficial reading. Referring on science fiction, Pahek com-
ments on present, resolves its shortcomings and social clichés. Although his cri-
tique of the current world is clear, it is, because of the genre signs, at the same 
time unobtrusive and extremely witty. In addition, a wealth of precisely drawn de-
tails discreetly contributes to the credibility and the reader’s deeper immersion into 
the structure of comics. With a strong expressiveness, Željko Pahek forms distinc-
tive worlds, establishing therefore inconspicuous link between author and readers. 
At the same time, the reader’s perception elaborates on creative experience of this 
exceptional writer and artist of the ninth art, and permeates with their own cultural 
knowledge and worldview. 
Establishing a relationship of these nine comics with the rest of the opus of Željko 
Pahek, it is quite clear that he is the author whose place within the genre and the 
media is very important, regardless of the time lag of several decades, showing the 
freshness in all the achievements gathered in this edition.

by Tomislav Čegir
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