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LJUBISHA LEARNT ABOUT ME FROM THE PENSIONER'S CLIMBING CLUB.
THE CLIMBERS HAD ASKED HIM TO ATTACH A FLAG, T HAD DESIGNED
FOR THEM, INTO A POLE. ON THE WALLS OF THE CLIMBING CLUB

HE SAW MY MURALS WHICH REMINDED HIM OF

HIS NEED FOR AN ARTIST.

WHO KNOWS THIS
HUNCHBACK? WE COULD
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I WAS SAT ON THE FRONT PORCH WHEN A SHORT MAN
IN HIS FIFTIES ENTERED THE GARDEN, AND, AFTER HE
INTRODUCED HIMSELF, SAID:

I HAD THE VISION AND
THE WISH TO TRANSLATE IT
INTO A PICTURE. I CAN DESCRIBE
EXACTLY WHAT T'M
TALKING ABOUT. / s




1 CAN'T DO THAT LJUBISHA, T'M BURIED IN WORK, T DON'T EVEN KNOW WHEN TILL. ..

I DON'T HAVE THE TIME, AND
I DON'T WANT TO PROMISE
SOMETHING T CAN'T DO,

JUST GNE ME TEN
MINUTES TO EXPLAIN IT
TO YOU, AND IF YOU REJECT
ME THEN T WON'T COMPLANN.

LISTEN, T™ AN UPHOLSTERER
AND A BUTCHER, BUT WHEN T HAVE THE
TIME T RESEARCH THE UIFE AND WORKS
OF NIKOLA TESLA. TWO NIGHTS AGO

I COULDN'T SLEEP AND SOMETHING
HAPPENED, SOMETHING THAT EXPLAINS
EVERYTHING, TRULY EVERYTHING!

s | IT WASN'T A DREAM. IT IS A SPECIAL TOOL, AND THE FAMILY YOU COULD SEE THEIR GUMS WHEN

e DO YOU KNOW WHAT GOT THEIR NAME BECAUSE THEY HAD THEY SMILED AND THEIR EXPOSED
"",,,_ A TESLA 157 SERRATED-LOOKING TEETH, FRONT TEETH. IT'S WHAT NIKOLA
# LIKE THE TOOL. i HAD AND HIS AUNTS HAD.




AND SO,
I WAS TOSSING AND
TURNING IN BED WHEN SU-
DDENLY, AS IF IT WAS DAWN,
S0OME KIND OF LIGHT CAME
THROUGH THE WINDOW, BUT
IT WAS THE MIDDLE
OF THE NIGHT...
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I GOT UP AND SAW

A BlG DOVE, WHICH COVERED HALF
THE SKY, CARRYING A BIG TESLA FROM

WHICH BLASTED RAYS OF PURE ENERGY

THAT COVERED THE WHOLE WORLD.

AND YOU KNOW HOW MUCH
TESLA LOVED DOVES!

THE WOMEN FROM
THE CUMBING CLUB TOLD ME YOU WERE
THE BEST PAINTER IN OBRENOVAC.

WELL THAT'S WHAT I NEED, SOMEONE TO

U

HMM, WHAT AN INTERESTING

TASY VISION, AND NO CLEAR RELATION
BETWEEN ITS WIDTH AND LENGTH. ..

SHAPE, SO APPROPRIATE FOR THE FAN-

T'M NOT A PANTER/! TVE BEEN
AN ILLUSTRATOR FOR TEN YEARS!

IVE ALREADY PREPARED WHAT IT SHOULD
J BE DRAWN ON, T MADE IT MYSELF.
HOW MUCH WILL IT COST?




I HAVE AN OLD FRAME IN THESE DIMEN-
SIONS, SO T WANT TO USE IT. SO, HOW
MUCH WOULD IT COST?

OH MAN, THAT'S TOO MUCH.
1 DON'T HAVE THAT KIND OF
MONEY ... DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING
THAT NEEDS UPHOLSTERING? OR

YOU EAT MEAT?
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WHAT SLAUGHTERING, T BUY MY MEAT AT
THE BUTCHER! T'LL WALK YOU OUT.

WELL SOMEONE HAD THE SLAUGHTER )
THAT FOR YOU, IT'S JUST CHEAPER
HAVING ME DO IT. HAVE YOU EVER :
KILLED AN ANIMAL?
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ONCE, IN SEVENTH
GRADE, OUR BIOLOGY
TEACHER, WHEN SHE FOUND
OUT T WAS IN LOVE WITH HER

DAUGHTER, BROUGHT OUT
A FROG, GAVE ME A SCALPEL
AND SAID: 'COME ON,
SON-IN-LOW, KILL T

g

MAN IS A FOOL FROM THE
MOMENT HE IS BORN.. .




DEAR LJUBISHA, TM GLAD WE
MET, T'M SURE YOU WILL FIND
AN ARTIST WHO WiLL DO

YOUR PICTURE.

THIS 1S WHAT WE WiLL DO, T
ALLOWED THIS ONLY ONCE, A

LONG TIME AGO... T WILL LET 2
YOU TOUCH MY HUNCHBACK FGI? -'4

GOOD WCK. T NEED
THAT PICTURE!




LISTEN: T HAVE SIX OF MY GRAN-
DAD'S OLD CHAIRS THAT NEED
REUPHOLSTERING. IT WOULD

HAVE MEANT A LOT TO HIM TO
SEE THEM RESTORED.
IF HE WERE ALNVE

OK, IT WILL BE ENOUGH, T KNOW. AND DO
YOU NEED ANYTHING SLAUGHTERED? IT'S
EASIEST TO SLAUGHTER A HORSE: YOU
PUT SOME HAY IN HIS EARS AND START
SAWING, HE GOES CRAZY BUT
DOESN'T FEEL ANYTHING. .
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JUST SO ¥YOU KNOW,

; THAT PICTURE WON'T BE

—_ | ANYTHING SPECIAL, T'M NOT DOING
N[ [T FOR MONEY AND T DON'T HAVE

\ ) MUCH TIME. OK?
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U 1 caueD Lwea THE GYPSY, WHO IS ALSO o Hevﬁ;ﬂ:gg?; Lp.é ggo BUSY,
4 MY OLD SCHOOL FRIEND.. . i : ow?
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IN OBRENOVAC, THE BEST MODE OF TRANSPORTATION IS STILL BY HORSE AND CARRIAGE. LJUBA WILL TAKE THE CHARS
TO BE FIXED, AND WE WILL RETURN THEM TOGETHER WHEN THE PICTURE IS FINISHED. AND NOW PAINTING. ..
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LJUBISHA LVES IN AN ABANDONED WAREHOUSE, OF WHICH ONE PART HE HAD TRANSFORMED INTO AN UPHOLSTERY WORKSHOP, ANOTHER INTO
1 4 AND THE THRD INTO HIS HOME WHERE HE LMED WITH HIS LARGE FAMLY. HE SEEMED LIKE A LONER, SO T WAS SURPRISED
WHEN T S ALL THE CHLDREN PLAYING WHEN T ARRVED.
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' NICE AND SMART, YOU call T HAVE A SLAUGHTERHOUSE HERE,
HORSE.. ; ; JSTTELLHMTHE | [Ny SO WHEN IT'S HIS TIME.. ...

N HE'S MY HORSE. TULL PUT
SOME HaY IN HIS EARS, HE




THANKS, BUT T
DON'T EAT ﬁPPLES

COME STRAIGHT

THOUGH, MY WIFE IS

HERE TOO.

NEVER TELLS ME WHEN WE ARE
HAVING GUESTS. IT'S ORGANIC. ,




NIKOLA TESLA, THE FIRST RADIO

IT 54YS TESLA ON

THEY ARE FILLED WITH

SEAWEED, REUPHOLSTERED THIS RADIO? FACTORY IN YUGOSLAVIA AFTER THE

IN THE BEST FABRIC. SECOND WORLD WAR, THERE WAS AN
OLDER TESLA FACTORY IN CZECHO-

SLOVAKIA, BUT IN OUR FACTORY THEY
USED ONLY PHILLIPS PARTS,
S0 YOU TELL ME.

e

BUT SURELY YOU WANT
TO SEE IT?

LATER. CHECK YOU ARE
HAPPY WITH THE CHAIRS AND TRY
SOMETHING ELSE.

VERY COMFORTABLE AND
NICE. THANK YOU LJUBISHA.

IT WiLL DO YOU 600D,




THE ROSE-COLORED LIQUID SMELT IT'S FROM MY GRAPES, MAYBE IT'S Q A PAIN.

SOUR. T TOOK A SIP, IT TASTED LIKE \ A UTTLE SOUR, HEHE.
WATERED DOWN VINEGAR. _,,/ /_J
l‘ NOTHING. CHECK THE PICTURE
AND T WILL TAKE THE CHAIRS.

WHAT?

THAT WINE HAS ANOTHER SECRET INGREDIENT, GOOD FOR YOU
KNOW WHAT. MY RECIPE. T MARRIED LATE AND WAS STILL ABLE TO
HAVE FOUR CHILDREN. THOSE HERBS.. . BUT YOU SEE, TESLA DIDN'T
WANT CHILDREN. HE TURNED AWAY FROM WOMEN AND COMPLETELY
TOWARDS SCIENCE. T THINK THAT WAS HIS ONLY MISTAKE, NOT
BECAUSE OF THE CHILDREN BUT BECAUSE OF LOVE, BECAUSE HATE
ISN'T THE OPPOSITE OF LOVE, THE OPPOSITE OF LOVE IS

NOTHINGNESS. AND UFE, WELL, WHAT IS UFE

WITHOUT LOVE?

FIRST
WE WiLL wraP
THE CHAIRS, SO T

WILL WATCH IT
LATER, RELAXED.




e

e

THE CHAIRS WERE QUICKLY LOADED ONTO |
THE CARRIAGE, AND WE RETURNED TO
THE PICTURE. T UNWRAPPED IT.

WHAT CAN T SAY, IT WAS
DONE IN A RUSH. ..

I LIKE IT, ONLY YOU COULD HAVE
FILLED THIS PART ON THE RIGHT WITH
MORE RAYS.

ITOLD YOUIT
WOULDN'T BE 600D, THE CHAIRS ARE
GREAT, BUT THE PICTURE. ..

> NO IT'S 600D, T WILL FIX
mmucs THAT'S MISSING. OH, THAT THING
ABOUT TOUCHING MY HUNCHBACK,

I WAS ONLY JOKING,
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NO WORRIES.

CORTO MALTESE,

BEFORE HE SET OFF ON

HIS ADVENTURE, CUT A LUCK

UINE INTO HIS PALM WITH A KNIFE
BECAUSE HE DIDN'T HAVE ONE.

T'LL GIVE YOU SOME WINE.

WHAT AN IDIOT!

LJUBA TOOK ME HOME, THE WINE JUST
ABOUT LASTED US THE JOURNEY.
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